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O F F I C I A L  R E L O C AT I O N  G U I D E

The Complete Guide to Moving to

Maryland from NY, NJ, or CT

Relocating from the Tri-State area involves more than packing boxes — it means

adjusting to different taxes, housing markets, commuting corridors, and lifestyle

rhythms. This guide breaks down what to expect, written specifically through a Tri-

State transplant's lens.

1. Cost of Living & Tax Comparison

For most Tri-State relocators, moving to Maryland delivers substantial savings — primarily on

property taxes and overall housing costs. Maryland's statewide average effective property tax rate

sits under 1%, compared to New Jersey's ~2.2% (highest in the nation) and Westchester/Nassau

counties at ~1.8%–2.3%.

Metric
Baltimore

Metro, MD

New York

(NYC/Westchester/Nassau)
New Jersey Connecticut

Median

Home Price

~$350K–

$385K (Metro)

Baltimore Co.

~$375K

NYC higher; Westchester

 Nassau similar

Commuter

towns often

$500K–

$800K+

Fairfield Co.

$800K–$2M+;

Statewide

~$425K

Effective

Property

Tax Rate

~0.92%–1.0%

avg

(City ~1.4%;

Co. ~1.0%–

1.2%)

NYC ~0.6%–1%; Suburbs

~1.8%–2.3%

~2.2%

average

(Highest in

U.S.)

~1.5%–1.9%

average (3rd

highest in U.S.)

~-
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Metric
Baltimore

Metro, MD

New York

(NYC/Westchester/Nassau)
New Jersey Connecticut

Top State

Income Tax

Rate

5.75% state +

local (3.2% in

City/Co.)

10.9% state + NYC up to 3.88% 10.75% top

state rate

6.99% top state

rate

State

Estate Tax

Yes (Estate &

inheritance

tax)

No state tax below federal

threshold

No state

estate tax

Yes

The takeaway: Maryland buyers moving from areas like Westchester, Fairfield, or Bergen counties

see meaningfully lower property tax bills in the Baltimore metro — often saving thousands of dollars

every year on a comparably priced property.
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2. Commuting & Connectivity

Living in Maryland puts the Northeast Corridor right at your doorstep, making multi-city travel

seamless whether for work or leisure:

Amtrak (Baltimore Penn Station & BWI): Washington D.C. in under 40 minutes, Philadelphia in

90 minutes, and Midtown Manhattan (Penn Station NYC) in approximately 2.5 to 3 hours.

MARC Train: Rapid, affordable commuter rail connecting Baltimore City, Baltimore County, and

Harford County directly to Washington D.C. Union Station.

I-95 Interstate Corridor: The primary transportation spine heading north toward Philadelphia

and New York, and south into the D.C. metro region.

BWI Marshall Airport: Low-cost, hassle-free international aviation hub located just 15 minutes

from downtown Baltimore.

3. Top Maryland Communities Matched to Tri-State Lifestyles

Federal Hill & Canton (Baltimore City): High-energy waterfront rowhome living, rooftop decks,

and walkable dining promenades. Feels like: Hoboken, NJ or Williamsburg, Brooklyn. ($320K–

$650K+)

Towson: Established, walkable suburban downtown with excellent schools, shopping, and

proximity to Baltimore. Feels like: Forest Hills, Queens or White Plains, NY. ($350K–$800K+)

Columbia: Nationally acclaimed master-planned community with extensive park systems,

walking trails, and family amenities. Feels like: Princeton, NJ or Fairfield, CT. ($350K–$900K+)

Annapolis: Historic coastal charm, sailing marinas, seafood dining, and historic architecture.

Feels like: Sag Harbor, Long Island or Greenwich, CT. ($450K–$1.5M+)

Owings Mills: Modern master communities, expansive shopping centers, and direct transit

access via I-795. Feels like: Edison, NJ or Norwalk, CT. ($300K–$700K+)

4. Step-by-Step Relocation Timeline
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4–6 Months Out: Strategy & Neighborhood Matching

Connect with your relocation specialist, evaluate lifestyle priorities, and narrow your target

county/school districts.

3 Months Out: Touring & Pre-Approval

Begin in-person weekend trips or scheduled high-definition video walkthroughs; finalize

financing with a relocation-vetted lender.

1 Month Out: Offer & Escrow

Submit contract. In Maryland, typical closings occur 30 to 60 days following contract

acceptance.

Move Week: Remote Closing & Keys

Sign paperwork virtually or at the local title company, coordinate out-of-state movers, and

receive keys to your new home.
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5. Honest Pros & Cons of Moving to Maryland

The Pros

Lower housing costs: Substantially

more square footage and lot size per

dollar compared to NY/NJ/CT.

Lower property taxes: State

effective rate under 1% offers

immediate annual relief.

Northeast accessibility: Easy access

to DC, Philly, and NYC via train and

highway.

Waterfront lifestyle: Chesapeake

Bay, sailing, crabbing, and coastal

recreation.

Balanced four seasons: Milder winters

than upstate NY or Connecticut.

Thriving job centers: Healthcare,

cyber/defense, federal government,

education, and biotech.

The Cons

Local county income taxes: State tax

plus local county taxes (e.g. 3.2% in

Baltimore) can surprise some buyers.

Corridor traffic: Peak rush hours

along the I-95/I-495 beltway require

planning.

Summer humidity: Maryland summers

are warmer and more humid than New

England.

Closing norms differ: Maryland relies

heavily on title/settlement companies

rather than closing attorneys.

Distance from family: Leaving

established Northeast social circles

takes transition time.

6. Key Maryland Relocation FAQs

Do I need to visit in person before making an offer?

Not at all. Kevin provides detailed, high-resolution video walkthroughs of both the home and

surrounding streetscapes for remote buyers. However, an in-person visit is always encouraged if

schedules permit.
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What are the rules regarding moving to Maryland with firearms?

New residents may generally transport legally owned firearms into Maryland, but regulated firearms

must generally be registered with the Maryland State Police within 90 days of establishing

residency. Maryland does not recognize out-of-state concealed-carry permits, so a Maryland

Wear and Carry Permit is required for carrying.

Ready to Plan Your Maryland Move?

Let's talk through your commute, budget, and neighborhood preferences so you can make your

move with complete confidence.

Kevin Corbett | Call/Text: (203) 914-0559

Email: info@marylandrelocationrealtor.com | Baltimore Metro, MD


